The evaluation of sellar region tumours with pattern visual evoked potentials.
Pattern visual evoked potentials (PVEPs) were performed on 20 patients with sellar tumours. The aim was to assess the validity of full-field PVEPs combined with a topographic recording in chiasmatic compression. They were abnormal in 95% of the patients, with variable patterns (absent or distorted responses). Our results show that PVEPs are very sensitive in revealing compression on visual pathways and that they correlate with the progression of the tumour. However, they are not reliable in detecting the chiasmatic or retrochiasmatic site of the lesion and relative visual field defect, because of the multidirectional extension of the tumour.